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From Independence to Freedom

Hello, Lukas, I am part of the generation that was born in independent Georgia. We are lucky to live in a
free country, but we are still searching for the answer what does freedom really mean? Sometimes I think
about what independence means for our generation. We don’t remember the darkness, pain, war, and fear
of the 1990s. We know about them only from the stories our parents tell us. For us, Georgia is already a
free country. But I often ask myself did we really achieve freedom? We don’t want to be just “the
generation born in an independent country.” We want to be the generation that gives life to independence
with knowledge, hard work, honesty, and love for each other. Independence is not only about others not
telling us how to live it is also about knowing what we want, and being able to reach it. Freedom means
being able to speak your mind, respect others’ opinions, study, create and not be afraid. But freedom also
needs a fight inside ourselves, and outside, in the real world with its problems. For us, independence is a
chance and that chance has a price. We must protect it, work for it, and teach the next generation that
freedom is not forever and it’s not easy. I believe we can do it. We can be the generation that turns
independence into real freedom the generation that shows the world that Georgia didn’t just survive it
bloomed.

Your friend, Ilia



